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Household hot-water worksheet
Prepare for a water-heater sizing conversation
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1 Household notes 2 Installer comparison

Record your busiest hot-water hour. Leave unknowns blank for the installer; this worksheet does not calculate a final heater size.

1 Record before getting quotes

Busiest hour and who uses hot water then

Time: _____ / uses: _____

Showers and baths during that hour

Number: _____ / duration: _____ / overlap: _____

Kitchen and appliance use during that hour

Tasks or cycles: _____ / overlap: _____

Current heater's model and listed ratings

Model: _____ / capacity: _____ / FHR if listed: _____

What currently falls short

When it happens: _____ / what you notice: _____

Expected changes

Added fixtures, different routines or guests: _____

2 Confirm with the installer

Estimated peak-hour hot-water demand and assumptions

_____ gallons / assumptions: _____

Proposed storage model and first-hour rating

Model: _____ / FHR: _____ gallons

If tankless: required temperature rise and simultaneous hot-water flow

_____ °F rise / _____ GPM / model output at that rise: _____

Site fit, applicable requirements and included work

_____

Read the sizing guide and its sources

appliancecheckup.com/what-size-water-heater-do-i-need/

Basis: our editorial worksheet, informed by PNNL, ENERGY STAR, A.O. Smith and Rinnai guidance linked in the guide. Collects information for an assessment; not an
installation plan or an automatic recommendation. Updated 2026-10-10.
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